
Prophetic Witnesses :  the Blessed Martyrs of Orange 

A prophet speaks in the name of 
God ; he carries, transmits, explains 
the Word he has received from God.  
He assumes the Word that has 
touched his heart and changed his 
life. The prophet carries the message 
of the Word of God through his 
words, as well as through the 
testimony of his personal life.  

Through their Baptism, the XXXII 
Blessed Sisters, Martyrs of Orange, like any baptized person, became priests, prophets, and 
kings, united with Christ their Savior.  This is the status of all of us.  Our vocation bring to this 
world the Word of God, so as to live by it, be witnesses, announcingh the Good News of 
Salvation. This is what Blessed Sister of the Heart of Jesus Consolin, an Ursuline, expressed 
when they asked her during her trial  : “Who are you?” She answered, “I am a daughter of the 
Church.”  “Are you going to swear the oath?” « Never ! When my city officials asked me to 
swear, I refused, because my conscience forbids it ».  « The Law orders you to do it ». « A 
human law cannot order things that are opposed to Divine Law”.  

Their religious consecration was rooted in their baptismal consecration and nourished by it, 
making them prophetic witnesses in the midst of the world.  Blessed Sister Marie de Jésus 
Charransol, a Sister of the Blessed Sacrament, exclaimed after her religious clothing in 1780 : 
« Blessed by the Blessed Sacrament...iIt seems to me that I have worn this religious habit 
during my whole life ». And when she faced her executioners, Blessed Sister Claire du Bac 
proclaimed : « I am a Sister and will be one until I die ».And she was to have  she added, “I am 
a Sister in heart and soul”.  This religious consecration, following Christ, was imbedded in their 
livres, their hearts, their whole being.  In a certain manner, the fanatic fury of the Revolution 
reveals how much these witnesses of consecrated life have produced fruit, even in a discreet 
cloister.  

Their passion and their martyrdom was evidently a prophetic witness, brightly enlightened by 
the trying circumstances, the attitudes and the hatred of their executioners.  Blessed Sister 
Théotiste Marie Pelissier, a Sister of the Blessed Sacrament, wrote  a hymn to the guillotine : 
« If my weakness makes me fear/All my hope is in the Lord / I expect all from His tenderness  
/My strength is in His power / He inspires my courage /and calls me to fight /   My force is his 
work / I shall not fail.».  

In front of her judges, Blessed Iphigénie de Gaillard, a Sister of the Blessed Sacrament, stated 
heroically, : « I made a vow to God.  I cannot be freed from it by any human being.  Besides, I 
do not know a more glorious liberty, or a sweeter one, than that of fulfilling my monastic vows.  
The oath you ask me to pronounce would be a real apostasy ».  Their martyrdom was nothing 
else than a glorious crowning of their consecration, and they were conscious of it.  As they 
climbed the scaffold, they were singing. 
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