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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Commemorating – as we are doing it this evening – the martyrdom of the blessed Ursulines 

of Valenciennes, is first of all commemorating the graces that God keeps giving to those who 

trust him until the end. Indeed how can someone face a violent death with such serenity if 

he is not fully inhabited by the Spirit of The One who keeps telling to his lifelong friends: 

“Don’t be afraid!” 

Indeed with these words, engraved in the heart of their faith, our 11sisters and the 9 priests 

and religious who accompanied them, went towards the death awaiting them on the “Place 

d’Armes” 200 m from here. ” There is no reason for being sad when we go towards death for 

our faith” said Father Lamoiau, pastor of Jolimetz, one of those priests beheaded with the 

Ursulines. And Mother Clotilde in her famous last letter to Domitille, speaks only of joy, of 

triumph and of happiness when she talks about her Sisters guillotined a few days before and 

about her own death in front of which she is going to endure while being - I quote - “the 

happiest in the world”. 

How could these martyrs for their faith, men and women from our country, overcome their 

fear of death, this fear which is an existential fact, inescapable, invincible? In a book devoted 

to eternal life (1), Cardinal Martini reminds us that if it is impossible to overcome fear of 

death, we can overcome it when we are really and totally abandoned to God.  

Jesus the first one who abandoned himself to his Father: in Gethsemane, any son of God he 

was, he himself struggled with fear of death and had to pass through it with his total 

abandonment to this Father, as the author of the letter to the Hebrews reminds us, "Jesus 

offered up prayer and entreaty, to the one who had the power to save him from death, and 

he submitted to Him so humbly that his prayer was heard” (Hebr. 5, 7-8).   

Since Christ's victory over the fear of death, men and women of all nations and cultures, 

generations and all times have shed their blood as he did in total abandonment, without 

going back. We can quote Paul who overtook this fear of death by giving meaning to his 

prison and humiliations: little by little, the desire to leave this life to be with Christ arose in 

him: ”Life to me is Christ, but then death would bring me something more”" he wrote to the 

Christians in Philips (Ph, 1.21)  

We can also quote Ignatius of Antioch, celebrated last week "it is good for me to die for Jesus 

Christ... my birth is approaching... let me receive pure light, let me imitate the passion of my 

God... Let me become the pasture of beasts: they will help me reach God. I am His wheat: 

ground under the teeth of wild beasts, I shall become the pure bread of Christ. “ 

Finally, in this church built for Franciscans, we can evoke the perfect joy of Francis of Assisi 

whose Canticle of Creatures is an astonishing expression of victory over death.   



Brothers and sisters, today's disoriented world claims for martyrs who would make it pass 

from the darkness of sin to the light of faith. Of course, not everyone is called to endure the 

fate of those we remember this evening, but all, through Baptism and in their own vocation, 

are called to grow in abandonment to the love of the Father. 

Yes, we must learn to be confident and to be abandoned to the Father. Cardinal Martini tells 

us that: "It is only when every emergency exit is blocked, and especially at the time of our 

death, that we are confronted with the mystery of being abandoned to God, the mystery of 

being able to trust the Father like children." 

This abandonment is part of a long journey, even a spiritual struggle so that we may say as 

did Charles de Foucault in 1896, on the eve of being assassinated: “God I abandon myself to 

you; do to me whatever will please you. Whatever you will do of me, I thank you.  I am ready 

for everything, I accept everything. As long as your will is done in me, and in all creatures, I 

desire nothing else than you, my God… for you are my Father”.   

So that we may express this prayer in total abandonment, we can then count on the prayer 

of the Blessed Ursulines who say to each one of us this evening, through the pen of Mother 

Clotilde in her letter on October 19, 1794: 

“I shall love you always, and I hope that you will feel the effects of my remembrance and my 

sincere affection that I have always had for you”.   

Thank you, dear sisters, for your prayers. Amen! 

(1) Cardinal Martini "I Believe in Eternal Life" Chapter 1 - Mediaspaul Editions 

 


